


Purpose and Agenda

Purpose: To highlight the 6888th Central Postal
Directory Battalion’s (Six Triple Eight) challenges,
accomplishments, and justification for the bi-partisan
Congressional Gold Medal.

Agenda

* Congressional Gold Medal Overview

« WWII: Women In and Supporting the U.S.
Military

« WWII: Black Women in the U.S. Army

* The Six Triple Eight

* How You Can Help

* In Memoriam

* How You Can Help

* Summary
 References & Media
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The
Congressional
Gold Medal

Since the American
Revolution, Congress has
commissioned gold medals
as its highest expression of
national appreciation for
distinguished achievements
and contributions. Each
medal honors a particular
individual, institution, or
event.
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https://history.house.gov/Institution/Gold-Medal/Gold-Medal-Recipients/

S.321 - Six Triple
Eight Congressional
Gold Medal 2021-22

Bi-partisan bill Introduced on February 28,
2019 by Senator Jerry Moran, R-Kansas.

Summary: This bill directs the Speaker of the
House of Representatives and the President
pro tempore of the Senate to arrange for the
award of a Congressional Gold Medal in
honor of the women of the 6888th Central
Postal Directory Battalion (commonly known
as the "Six Triple Eight") in recognition of
their pioneering military service, devotion to
duty, and contributions to increase the morale
of personnel stationed in the European theater
of operations during World War I1.

Passed Senate last session by
unanimous consent

Reintroduced in FEB 2021:

Status: PASSED APRIL 29, 2021

- Reproductions not allowed

without permission from owner
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/633
https://www.wibw.com/2020/12/14/moran-bill-to-honor-wwii-unit-passes-senate/?fbclid=IwAR3F079PNPoLaqV5ircdqgQWDpQWu6OIWMQg9kzyfR8DAKnlaWtcu9edCYw
https://www.moran.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2021/4/u-s-senate-passes-legislation-to-award-6888th-central-postal-directory-battalion-the-congressional-gold-medal

H.R. 1012 - Six Triple
Eight Congressional
Gold Medal 2021-22

Bi-partisan bill introduced on June 5, 2019 by
Representative Gwendolynne S. Moore (D-WI-4)
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-
bill/3138

Summary: This bill directs the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and the President pro tempore of the Senate
to arrange for the award of a Congressional Gold Medal in
honor of the women of the 6888th Central Postal Directory
Battalion (commonly known as the "Six Triple Eight") in
recognition of their pioneering military service, devotion to
duty, and contributions to increase the morale of personnel

stationed in the European theater of operations during
World War I1.

Reintroduced as H.R 1012 on FEB 11, 2021

Status: Cosponsors - H.R.1012 - 117th Congress (2021-
2022): To award a Congressional Gold Medal to the
members of the Women's Army Corps who were assigned to
the 6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion, known as
the "Six Triple Eight". | Congress.gov | Library of Congress

Votes needed to pass: 290/435 (2/3rds majority)
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3138
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/1012/cosponsors?q=%7b%22search%22:%5b%22six+triple+eight%22%5d%7d&r=2&s=3&searchResultViewType=expanded

Why the Congressional Gold Medal?
They prevailed where others failed.

When awarded, the Six Triple Eight will be the
only:

- Military unit that was able to clear the mail backlog
to improve the morale of the seven million Americans
serving in the European Theater of Operations

- Military unit that exceeded performance standards
and cleared the backlog in three months instead of the
six-month goal.
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- Female military unit to receive the Congressional

GO].d Meda]. (Note: Women Air Service Pilots were volunteers, didn’t receive veteran status until
1977
)

The Six Triple Eight

- African American Women’s Army Corps unit to
recelve this honor.



https://www.defense.gov/Explore/News/Article/Article/689318/wasp-pursued-love-of-flying-fought-for-women-vets-recognition/#:~:text=On%20Nov.,the%20American%20Theater%20Campaign%20medal.

WWII: Women In and Supporting the U.S. Military (1941-45)
Goal: To release men for combat

Women's Army 150,000 SERVING C O D F

Corp&:, (WAC) OUR
 Navy’s Women COUNT G I R L S

Accepted for

VOluntaI‘y 1007000 Japanese American AME kll(b\::\l(:i:r”\\(l((::: ulkl:\uks
Emergency Service Women in of WORLD WAR 11
(WAVES) the Military 5)9‘
* Coast Guard during XA G T;
Women’s Reserves World War Ii Meod' | L
<
Semper Paratus— 10,000 2
Always Ready Ehda o MEore sozoneres | 17 MUNDY :
(SPARS) ., 0 3
* Marine Corps = e T We COI‘I Do It! .
, 23,000 - : o B
Women’s Reserve ' 8, &
« Army Nurse Corps 60,000 -
* Navy Nurse Corps 14,000 = &
. =
«  Women’s Airforce 2.2
Service Pilots © -2
WASP 1,074 = E
( ) E 2
Source: During World War Il, approximately 5 million civilian < %
women served in the defense industry and elsewhere in the £

commercial sector — est. 10K “Code Girls w/a few Black
women (e.g., Ethel Highwarden Just) and est. 600K Black Rosey
the Riveters.



https://www.nationalww2museum.org/students-teachers/student-resources/research-starters/research-starters-us-military-numbers

| REMEMBER BOJANGLES
By Fannie Robinson

WWII: Women’s Army
Corps (WAC) Creation

MAY 1941: U.S Representative Edith Nourse
Rogers of Massachusetts introduced a bill to create
the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC).

MAY 1942: President Franklin D. Roosevelt
created Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC)
but not with official military status. Public
Law 77-554

First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt and Dr. Mary
McLeod Bethune, civil rights leader and
Presidential Advisor, advocated for African-
American women to join the WAACs as enlisted
personnel and officers.

JUL 1942: New WAAC recruits underwent four to
six weeks of basic training, at Fort Des Moines, IA,
including a physical training program, often
followed by four to twelve weeks of specialist
training - (440 officers and 125 enlisted including
40 black women for Officers training; Captain
Charity Adams (left) was first the Black
WAAC officer).

JUL 1943: President Franklin D. Roosevelt

created the US Army Women’s Army Corps (WAC).

Public Law 78-110

OCT 1978: President Jimmy Carter disbanded the
Women’s Army Corps. Public Law 95-485
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WWII: Limits on Black Women in the U.S Army

Photo Courtesy: MGySgt (Ret.) Joe Geeter, USMC

Vietdr Lasky : [0 WAC OCS candidy
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Tiubmd, in Aug., 194, -ll.a‘ th
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Addreswes of American soldiers who ar
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Wt Negro WAC to set foot on %id
soil, Pyt. Tankard, a New Yorker,
a lowed by an entire battalion of
Negro WACs, consising of 26 officers
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and now serves as the |

G1 Janes were mey
BAE Gen. Benjamin' 0 &.ﬂ'“ﬁ;‘;
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“'_m a bagpipe pumped by n“im
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ey flled off the ship in orderly man

NISPA TANKARD. | (gl aiting train,
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- During the war, 6,520 African-
American women served 1n the
U.S. Army.

- Due to enforced segregation in
the U.S. known as “Jim Crow,”
WWII Black WAAC/WAC
recruitment was limited to 10
percent—matching the
percentage of African-
Americans in the U.S.
population at the time.

- The U.S. Army’s policy reflected
the laws requiring separate
facilities for Blacks and Whites.

- The 855 member 6888t Central
Postal Directory Battalion was
the only African American WAC
unit to serve overseas (February
1945-February 1946).
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Black WACs: Harsh Treatment in the U.S.

MAR 1945: Four Black WAC privates
participated in a strike at Fort Devens, MA, and
opted to take a court martial rather than accept

discriminatory work assignments. g : ng ’
https://www.press.uillinois.edu/books/catalog/37s @JL 914 ;&13[]1311945

nmbdmg9780252041716.html

JUL 1945: Police officers beat three Black ml;:ideAt::m K" Ming To nemld\

‘ O
WACS for sitting in the waiting room designated nlm Beaten wacs '
. . . 1 —
for whites at the Greyhound bus station in Amhm I K'. : b
Elizabethtown, KY. e ASINTION D 6 0 o o . o it
. Intol Labor o i e e, et 1 o e T e e i g
- PFC Helen Smith of Syracuse, NY, was D B * S mpfan i IS
. . “' \ 3 ~
taken to jail and released a few hours later, Protest Case bm-mwmm,zm et <
. . . . "Robart Mg, Dase =
bleeding from her injuries. PFC Georgia TR e G .‘.‘”uﬂxaga;‘_m""gﬁ&”s & g
. . ] y Aiiotber o
Boson, from Texas, and PVT Tommie Smith, %&ﬁ%m’; ﬁﬁ&?rﬂmmm s e =
. camp co tme o ] - M, ''o
were also beaten. The women continued Puber, K. 10 4 14500t o i i it [
. S0 1 tin i b by e g, w0 10 KO K, iy < g
their return to Fort Knox. oty G P e 0 S e o ot s (R
, . B ey 1 s ey S P e ot S
- Lieutenant W. Robert Ming, base legal o o P A b e e T 2 g
. . Balth, wheded 1o be comrinare row Isvs and ftovm daghier. The olhee 190 sy )
“nearest bench 10'the coloeed s A patterns of e oo
officer at Godman Field under Colonel :“‘:“m : wt e beitee B
. . . . The case I an o2 5
Benjamin O. Davis, Jr., defended the WACS. st ‘ % g
The charges were later reduced to disorderly it Sk

conduct. PFC Smith spent a week in the
hospital recovering from her injuries.
http://nkaa.uky.edu/nkaa/items/show/1789



https://www.press.uillinois.edu/books/catalog/37snm5mg9780252041716.html
http://nkaa.uky.edu/nkaa/items/show/1789

Black WACS: U.S. Duty Stations

Inconclusive

- Amarillo Army Airfield, Texas

- Camp Beale, California

- Camp Forrest, Tennessee

- Camp John T. Knight, California
- Camp Maxey, Texas

- Camp Stoneman, California

- Douglas Army Airfield, Arizona
- Fort Benning, Georgia

- Fort Bragg, North Carolina

- Fort Des Moines, Iowa

- Fort Devens, Massachusetts

- Fort Huachuca, Arizona

- Fort Jackson, South Carolina

- Gardiner General Hospital, Illinois
- Halloran General Hospital, New York

- Lovell General Hospital, Massachusetts

- Fort Knox, Kentucky

- Fort Lewis, Washington

- Fort McClellan, Alabama

- Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia*

- Fort Ord, California

- Fort Riley, Kansas

- Fort Sheridan, Illinois

- Geiger Field, Washington

- Kearns Field, Utah

- Lemoore Army Airfield, California
- Lockbourne Army Air Base, Ohio
- Sioux City Army Air Base, Iowa
- Walla Walla Army Airfield,

Washington

- Thomas E. England General

Hospital, New Jersey

- Wakeman General Hospital, Indiana
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«Six Triple Eight overseas training
location




Six Triple Eight: Two Weeks Overseas Training:
Fort Oglethorpe Georgia - JAN 1945
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CALANING & PRt | - g BUS ToP SaLTER
BARAGE ~13 £ Swor
BARRALKS

RECACATION B0

RECREATION BU'SG
| BAmRAZKs . )
OFF SEAVCE (WS
BARRALKS
| mess ma
PATIGN BALAX
TIAMARY

Pictured Left to Right: Christine McKeever,
Executive Director, 6tf Cavalry Museum, Brian Autry,
Interpretative Park Ranger, Chickamauga and
Chattanooga National Military Park, and Col. Edna
Cummings FEB 2020.
More info:

https./ /www.6thcavalrymuseum.org h-in-

‘ glethoi

427649/

Reproductions not allowed

without permission from owner
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https://www.6thcavalrymuseum.org/6888th-in-fort-oglethorpe
https://www.timesfreepress.com/news/opinion/columns/story/2017/may/14/autry-womens-army-corps-chickamauga/427649/

Six Triple Eight: Departure for Europe
(Camp Shanks, NY)
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WACs pose at Camp Shanks, New York, before leaving from New York Port of Embarkation on
February 2, 1945. The women are with the first contingent of Black WACs to go overseas for the
war effort. From left to right are, kneeling: PVT Rose Stone, PVT Virginia Blake, and PFC
Marie B. Gillespie. Second row: PVT Genevieve Marshall, T/5 Fanny L. Talbert, and CPL Callie

K. Smith. Third row: PVT Gladys Schuster Carter, T/4 Evelyn C. Martin, and PFC Theodora
Palmer.
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Departure for Europe - cont’d.

o

- “"‘:\-f""\"'" S A Sl

Ile de France Queen Elizabeth
First arrivals: England February 1945 Second arrivals: April 1945

Despite “close calls” with German U-Boats as they crossed the
Atlantic, the courageous women of the Six Triple Eight maintained
a positive attitude. Upon arrival in Glasgow, Scotland in February
1945, the women had to seek cover because of a V-Bomb exploding
when their shipped docked.

- Reproductions not allowed

The Six Triple Eight

without permission from owner



European Theater of
Operations (ETO):
Chaotic Mail
Operations— Low
Morale

Under the heading of “Personnel
Problems,” an Adjutant General’s
report stated “Since D-Day, and
for a long time prior to that date,
a shortage of qualified postal
officers has existed within the
European theater. The Postal
Division continually sought to
secure additional officers by
requisition from the
Reinforcement System and from
the Zone of the Interior.”
Although there were personnel
stationed at Birmingham to
handle the mail, the system
was in chaos (White WACS
pictured).

e}
(V)
D
S
(@)

~

~
o]

-~
(@]
~
2
@«
<

=

=
Q
~
=
N
.

S
<
L
3
o
L
g
o
&=
<
S
[Va)
V)
o~
=
<
S
S}
-~
~
S
N
-~
o~
D
3

The Six Triple Eight




ETO Chaotic Mail Operations cont’d.

In February 1945, warehouses in Birmingham,
England, were filled with millions of pieces of mail .
intended for the seven million U.S. military, i I L
Government, politicians, civilians, and Red Cross i ;Ahmiﬂi'
workers serving in the European Theater. g :_.3

Airplane hangars held undelivered Christmas
packages, and a constant stream of incoming mail
added to the already massive backlog of letters and
packages.

As Allied forces drove across Europe, ever-
changing locations hampered mail delivery to
service members. Many personnel in the European
Theater shared common names (i.e., 7,500 Robert
Smiths, Buster, Junior, etc.,).

Service members noticed that they weren’t getting
mail from home, and Army officials reported that
the lack of reliable mail delivery was hurting
morale. One general predicted that the backlog in
Birmingham would take six months to process.

- Reproductions not allowed
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The Solution: The Six Triple Eight
“No Mail, Low Morale”

* Problem: Several years of
backlogged mail in the ETO.

 Conditions: Cold, dirty, rat-
infested, aircraft hangars; broken ' ) 7Bk
windows with black out curtains (o

s SRS I S SR A2 SR u,_.-..:-—z——
1 L - el UNIT PERFORWS
ac PoSTAL U : :
to prevent enemy detection. Noho wac PoSTAL ST PERFORTRS
: GREA (Sop-inted Zrem Tue Konsaes 91'?- c{.lﬁ,w‘g v'::ozpcaed of Negro
3 ntral Fo irogtory dotic i = o A
. . . The E888LA Contral FOC wo Profce. 18 -ona . of T the "Gesy
. SOlutlon: 24/7 Operatlons, <ok m::: '-‘ii:béon‘l:;.nnl:s !; the ontire Vca.:n':b JP:L} 2 vO:g::
:::"A.:ihé:colp“ahca one ©of the graectest Jobs

organized in three shifts to sort ois tosermticn coa frem 2 lats s z
and route mail based on serial ot e anas oo ZDITORIAL L,

. The story cf the Negro postal § e fan-

I I | 's fine record of efficlency was The I & E progra= inclwdes, o

) ¢ Kouh~ tation, information and education
nu ber. :::::;‘r:ni?ﬁ:?-:i:t;‘!;?:r Cen~- D;‘;;n:t:en has cooe to bave -l.‘.! un—

eral C, H, Danielson, commmnding geo- pleasant comnotaticn to acme n-_-v:—m- -
° R lt. I B- . h eral of the Tth Service Cemmond, and Shdh me;ﬂ:::u;}?c lli&u
esu 3 n 1r1111ng am, L u’ m“':':_:‘:::v_;\ of civie lenders with your ‘.nculgcncn, uy wo g;, h:
. in Xansas City. About 85 wr;a;-" :;:" .:;::ai':r fu;«;{wf. The dictionary
hect at widch . this definition -
England, they reduced the mail brove e the ioctecn L P bR, P
. ° The lurcheon was about to or.':\ hen And § Army it has como to -
L mirute, .
backlog in three months instead o Yolch saidy i " ste, A

the six-month estimate. i ot Bt tmetiat, D
Processed 65,000 pieces of mail Yo e Charity Acame of Sowc | Informaticn la-to tope
per shift. Estimate: 65,000x3 = :

195,000 per 24hrs
* Follow on Mission: Reduce L

pAter

mail backlogs in Rouen and Paris, @
France.
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Newsletter courtesy of 6888 veteran, Ms. Indiana Hunt Martin




Six Triple Eight: Chain of Command

855 personnel: 31 officers, 824 enlisted

|

Commander in Chief: s
President Roosevel, President Truman Battahon Commander:
I Maj. Charity E. Adams
WAC Director USWAC:
. ul b
col Dvmf P> Bartalion Executive Officer:
Capt. Abbey Noel Campbell

Commanding General of ETO:
Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower

| I U llle:

Commanding General, Communication Zone, ETO: Haqer. Comp. Comp. A Comp.B  Comp.C  Comp. D
Lt. Gen. John C. H. Lee
Company Officer L1, Flams 1Lt. Henderson 111, Tonking Cpt. Harrison 1Lt. Tatum
| Executive Officer 2Lt Rich M. Stokes s, Edwards 2Lt Duncan 2Lt Stewart

Commanding General, Communication Zone, Normandy|  moosel Officer Gt Scon  Posal Offrs 1e. Hill 1L Scom 1Lt Powell - 2Lt Craddock
Public Relations Officer Cpt. Barmes
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Maj, Ret. Griffin, USAF, 99, Tempe, AZ
https://www.azfamily.com/news/features/arizona-woman-stars-in-documentary-
about-all-black-all-female-wwii-battalion/article f955e9b4-f617-11e9-8613-
4b7e2aa7409d.html

| Ovel of Mai Cpt. Kewrney 3

ETO WAC Director: Post Exchange Offcer 1L, Lebesy g
Maj. Margaret L. Philpot Trassportsion Oficer 211, Jordon S
l Men Officer 1L, Sherard & S

. Assistant Mess Officer 2Lt Eluie R 2
Bastalion Commander: Sopply Offcer 1Lt Willums 2R
Maj. Charity E. Adams Assistant Sopply Officer 2L, Edwards % E
Adwasn 1. Lindy ps

& 3

SRS

Locations: Birmingham, England. and Rouen and Paris France (FEB 1945 - FEB 1946)
Reprinted by permission from Dr. Brenda L. Moore, and publisher, To Serve My Country to Serve My Race, New York (New York University
Press, 1996) p.131



https://www.azfamily.com/news/features/arizona-woman-stars-in-documentary-about-all-black-all-female-wwii-battalion/article_f955e9b4-f617-11e9-8613-4b7e2aa7409d.html

Battalion Commander: Major Charity Edna Adams

DOB: December 5, 1919
Dates of Service: 1942 -1946
Death: January 13, 2002

- Born in Kitrell, NC, grew up in Columbia, SC. B.S,
mathematics, Latin, and physics, Wilberforce; M.S.
Vocational Psychology, Ohio State

- First African-American woman to be an officer in the
Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (later WACS).

- As a Major, she commanded the only battalion of Black
Women Army Corps to serve overseas during World War
.

- Reprimanded by a colonel for “race-mixing” after
accepting an invitation to a white Officers Club.

- When a general stated, "I'm going to send a white first
lieutenant down here to show you how to run this unit!”
Major Adams responded, " Over my dead body, sir.“
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- Refused Red Cross’ segregated recreational facilities in
Europe

- DEC ‘45: Promoted to Lieutenant Colonel. At the end
of WWII, she was the highest-ranking Black female
officer.
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Life in Birmingham, England

- Devised a system to clear the mail
backlog in record time.

- Overall pleasant experiences filled
with hard work and travel.

- Welcomed by the locals.

- Formed sports teams and
entertainment groups.

- Self sustaining: Segregated by race
and gender, they performed all
military and support tasks (i.e.,
cooking, logistics, driving, hair salons,

maintenance, etc.).
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Life in France and Return to the U. S.

MAY 1945 (Rouen): The Six Triple Eight

marched in the Joan of Arc parade, Rouen
France. Since women were not allowed to

carry weapons, Major Adams arranged jiu-

jitsu training for them to ward off curious
onlookers.

JUL 1945: Three WACs were killed in a
jeep accident in Rouen, France. Three of
the four women buried at Normandy
American Cemetery near the D-Day
beaches are from the Six Triple Eight.

AUG 1945: With the war in Europe and
Japan over, some of the women prepared
for deployment to the China-Burma-India
Theater, but instead they returned the
U.S.

SEP 45: Japan surrenders onboard the
USS Missouri: WWII Allied Victory.

FEB 1946: The last of the Six Triple
Eight returns to the segregated U.S.
without recognition of their service.

MAR 1946: The Six Triple Eight is
deactivated at Camp Kilmer, New Jersey.
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A Lincoln Penny Films Production
B e i
Six 77‘///& 63/7f
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY i/, LowMorale

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THE
MERITORIOUS UNIT COMMENDATION

HAS BEEN AWARDED TO THE

6888TH CENTRAL POSTAL DIRECTORY BATTALION
FOR MERITORIOUS SERVICE IN SUPPORT OF MILITARY OPERATIONS
4 MARCH 1945 TO 15 FEBRUARY 1946
GIVEN UNDER MY HAND IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON

THIS 20TH DAY OF FEBRUARY 2019

ST 2! mugs Elizabeth Helm-Frazier
A4 Ictk SOC 'E PRODUCERS Garry Stewart
LRIRE 4 : ‘Wiggins EDITOR Adam Kilburn =

CTED BY Jam illi

C
Mg ssive

6888 Monument Ft. - .
Leavenworth KS, Dedicated Only unit commendation award Documentary released MAR 2019
NOV 2018 the Six Triple Eight «
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lincolnpennyfilms

75 Years Where others had failed, The Six Triple Eight
L at er succeeded 1n processing for delivery over 17 million
oo pieces of mail for seven million Americans in

Reco gnitions Europe. Seventy-five years later, the Six Triple

Eight is finally receiving overdue honors.
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http://lincolnpennyfilms.com/index.php/the-six-triple-eight/
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U.S. Ambassador to the United Kingdom,
Robert W. Johnson (center) dedicated a Blue
Plaque at the King Edwards School to mark
where 6888 was stationed in Birmingham
England, May 2019. US Embassy sponsored
Documentary tour: US Ambassador presents
plague to commemorate 6888th Battalion - King
Edwards School (kes.org.uk)

Recognitions
cont’d.

z‘/7¢

Six Triple Eight
Congressional Gold Medal

FEB and JUN 2019 Congressional Gold Medal Bill
introduced; Reintroduced FEB 2021

Seven Six Triple Eight veterans are
known to be alive.

As of May 2020, The U.S. Department of \Veterans

Affairs reports that approximately 325,000 WWI1 veterans
remain alive, a significant decline on the 939,000 alive in
2015. An average of 245 WW!I11 veterans die every day
(calculated by the VA before the COVID-19 outbreak).

- Reproductions not allowed
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https://www.va.gov/vetdata/veteran_population.asp
https://kes.org.uk/us-ambassador-presents-plaque-to-commemorate-6888th-battalion/
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IN MEMORIAM




Ms. Elizabeth
Barker Johnson
May 2, 1920—
August 23, 2020

World War II veteran
and Winston-Salem
State University
alumna, Elizabeth
Barker Johnson,
gained a bit of celebrity
last year when she was
featured on local and
national news for
walking in the 2019
commencement
ceremony, 70 years
after graduating from
the 1nstitution.
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Hall of Fame Coach
John R. Thompson, Jr.
September 2, 1941-
August 30, 2020

e
)
B
o

=
&)

45
@]
(=]
921
=
o

.

45
O
=]

el
o
B~
[oN
<

[

~
(<))
(=]
=
(@)
g
(@)
Na
(=]
o
o=
[}
w0
i
o~
(<)
[oF)
+
=)
o
<
i)
o
=

Coach John Thompson’s cousin, SGT Gertrude
Hall, was a Six Triple Eight member. He was
an avid supporter of the efforts to bring this
untold story to the forefront. He shared how
his mother beamed whenever she spoke about
his smart cousin, the WAC. At the time, he
didn’t know what a WAC was or what it
meant to be in the military. However, he did
know that whatever his cousin was doing was
honorable and made his mother proud.
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PVT Hunt &4

Ms. Indiana Hunt-
Martin
May 30, 1922 -
September 21,

2020
Born in Uvalda, GA, she
enlisted in the U.S. Army at
the age of 22. After serving
one year and 3 months in the
Army, she worked in New
York City for the State
Department and the Labor
Department Niagara Falls’
office in 1949, and the Buffalo
office in 1964. Ms. Hunt —
Martin worked for the New
York Labor Department for a
total of 41 years, before her
retirement in 1987. In May
2021, Congressman Higgins
announced legislation to
rename the Buffalo NY Post
Office in her honor. New
legislation to rename Buffalo
post office after women's
Army Corps WWII veteran
(msn.com)

- Reproductions not allowed

without permission from owner
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https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/new-legislation-to-rename-buffalo-post-office-after-womens-army-corps-wwii-veteran/ar-BB1gLUgw

PFC. DELORIS RUDDOCK
WORLO WAR It - GSSETH CENTRAL POSTAL DURECTORY BATTALION - .

“I was a PFC and did what 1 was told to do, No
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Deloris L.
Ruddock
September 16,
1923 -
March 21, 2021

Ms. Ruddock enlisted into the U.S.
Army at the age of 19 and was
assigned to D Company, 6888t
Postal Directory Battalion, After
separating from the Army, she used
the GI Bill to attend the New York
Fashion Institute and retired in New
York City from a career in banking
as the Officer on Deck. In 1989, she
relocated to Mt. Rainer MD and
worked at the food pantry at her
church, National City Christian
Church, Washington, DC. On May
24, 2021, the Department of
Veterans Affairs introduced the
online Veterans Legacy Memorial,
featuring Ms. Ruddock.
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https://www.cem.va.gov/

How You Can Help

- Individuals: Contact your member of Congress and ask them to co-
sponsorH.R.1012, The Six Triple Eight Congressional Gold Medal

- H.R.1012 - 117th Congress (2021-2022): To award a Congressional
Gold Medal to the members of the Women's Army Corps who were
assigned to the 6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion, known as
the "Six Triple Eight". | Congress.gov | Library of Congress

- Organizations: Send a Letter of Support to the House Bill Sponsor.

H.R.1012 (House Bill) Goldson, Chris Chris.Goldson@mail.house.gov

- Locate African American women veterans who may be alive and served
in the Six Triple Eight. List of names:
https://www.womenofthe6888th.org/list-of-6888th-veterans
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/1012?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22six+triple+eight%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=5
mailto:Chris.Goldson@mail.house.gov
https://www.womenofthe6888th.org/list-of-6888th-veterans

“Whether their jobs were large or small, their contributions were
made in the cause of freedom and they knew it. As the women
began to march forward, we were swept forward by their
sacrifices. We stand on their shoulders. Because they stepped out
of line.” Major General (Ret.) Mari K. Eder, author, The Girls Who
Stepped Out of Line: Untold Stories of the Women Who Changed the
Course of World War II: Eder, Mari: 9781728230924: Amazon.com: Books

—< ik A A
& 7. B

Retired Master Sgt. Elizabeth Helm-Frazier touches the bust made in the likeness of battalion commander Lt.
Col. Charity Adams on the monument honoring the all-female, all-African- American 6888th Central Postal
Directory Battalion Nov. 29, 2018 in the Buffalo Soldier Commemorative Area, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.
Prudence Siebert / Fort Leavenworth Lamp
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https://www.amazon.com/Girls-Who-Stepped-Out-Line/dp/1728230926

Summary

During WWII, approximately 350,000 women served in or with the
military; the military limited Black WAC recruiting to 10%,
resulting in 6,520 Black WACS.

The Six Triple Eight was the only African American Women’s Army
Corps unit to serve in Europe during WWIL.

Only four women are buried in Normandy, three are from the Six
Triple Eight.

In three months, the Six Triple Eight processed approximately
more than 17 million pieces of mail and packages in
Birmingham, England before relocating to Rouen and Paris France
They reduced mail backlog and siignificantly improved the morale
of Americans serving in the ETO.

Major Charity Adams, the first Black WAC officer commanded the
Six Triple Eight. In DEC 1945, she was promoted to Lieutenant
Colonel. At war’s end, LTC Adams was the highest-ranking Black
female on in the Army.
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Seventy years later, the Six Triple Eight received several
recognitions, including their only military performance award, The
Meritorious Unit Commendation. In FEB and JUN 2019, and FEB
2021, Congress introduced the Six Triple Eight Congressional
Gold Medal Act to honor their service to our nation.

The Six Triple Eight

Seven Six Triple Eight veterans are known to be alive.




References and Media

Bolzenius, Sandra, (2018). Glory in Their Spirit, How Four Black Women Took On the Army during World
War II. University of Illinois Press

Earley, Charity Adams (1989). One Woman's Army: A Black Officer Remembers the WAC. Texas A&M
University Press

Moore, Brenda (1996). To Serve My Country, To Serve My Race: The Story of the Only African American
Wacs Stationed Overseas during World War II. New York University Press

Mullenbach, C. (2013). Double Victory: How African American women broke race and gender barriers to
help win World War II. Chicago, Ill. Chicago Review Press.

Library of Congress: https://www.loc.gov/rr/scitech//SciRefGuides/africanamericanwomenwar.html
6888th Virtual Cemetery https:/www.findagrave.com/virtual-cemetery/916878

WWII National Museum: The SixTriplelight: No Mail, Low Morale | The National WWII Museum | New
Orleans (nationalww2museum.org)

CBS https:/www.cbsnews.com/news/how-an-all-black-womens-army-corps-unit-still-fighting-for-
recognition/
https://madison.com/ct/opinion/column/dave_zweifel/plain-talk-the-six-triple-eight-deserves-a-
congressional-gold-medal/article_alf0ad66-8656-5ac6-ab27-3b6459551de9.html

NBC https://www.nbcnews.com/news/nbcblk/obscure-unit-black-women-kept-mail-flowing-wwii-
troops-n1091371

Today Show https:/www.today.com/video/wwii-veteran-99-accepts-college-diploma-70-years-
later-59443781580
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2019-news-articles/african-
american-womens-army-corps-battalion-recognized-for-historic-wwii-service/

Memorial Day Parade: https:/www.washingtonpost.com/local/memorial-day-commemorations-of-
veterans-young-and-o0ld/2019/05/27/28918b34-80a7-11e9-95a9-

e2c830afe24f storyv.html?utm term=.ch6f0570bf9b (three veterans participated, two from MD)
USA Today www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2019/05/26/groundbreaking-world-war-ii-unit-
african-american-women-honored/1244483001/
https://www.armyupress.army.mil/Journals/Military-Review/English-Edition-Archives/Jan-Feb-
2019/Warrington-Mail/

Stripes: Paving the way: The 6888th all-female, all-black unit inspires others - U.S. - Stripes

el
=
=}
—
=
<
-
o
=)
w0
g
o
.=
=
S
=
=
I
=~
(o
<
o'

~
(b}
2
(@)
=l
=)
o
Qi
]
o
o=
9]
w0
=
=
~
D)
(oh
+
=
o
<
+~
&

The Six Triple Eight -



https://www.loc.gov/rr/scitech/SciRefGuides/africanamericanwomenwar.html
https://www.findagrave.com/virtual-cemetery/916878
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/the-sixtripleeight-6888th-battalion
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/how-an-all-black-womens-army-corps-unit-still-fighting-for-recognition/
https://madison.com/ct/opinion/column/dave_zweifel/plain-talk-the-six-triple-eight-deserves-a-congressional-gold-medal/article_a1f0ad66-8656-5ac6-ab27-3b6459551de9.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/nbcblk/obscure-unit-black-women-kept-mail-flowing-wwii-troops-n1091371
https://www.today.com/video/wwii-veteran-99-accepts-college-diploma-70-years-later-59443781580
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2019-news-articles/african-american-womens-army-corps-battalion-recognized-for-historic-wwii-service/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/memorial-day-commemorations-of-veterans-young-and-old/2019/05/27/28918b34-80a7-11e9-95a9-e2c830afe24f_story.html?utm_term=.cb6f0570bf9b
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2019/05/26/groundbreaking-world-war-ii-unit-african-american-women-honored/1244483001/
https://www.armyupress.army.mil/Journals/Military-Review/English-Edition-Archives/Jan-Feb-2019/Warrington-Mail/
https://www.stripes.com/news/us/paving-the-way-the-6888th-all-female-all-black-unit-inspires-others-1.603102

THANK YOU!
m Contact:

Edna W. Cummings
Colonel (Retired), US Army
Six Triple Eight Advocate/Producer
ecummings@cummingsandcummings.net

@ccllc2008 l@l @6888WW2

@SixTripleEight
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#6888WW2 #SixTripleEight #6888thgold

Cover art: Tunde Afolayan-Famous, artist, copyright 2019

Pallas Athena: Women’s Army Corps Symbol

Photos and newspaper articles: National Archives and Records Administration,
MGySgt (Ret.) Joe Getter, USMC (Montford Point Marines), and 6888t family members.
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